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November—Febuary 2021/22 

https://almeleyquakers.org.uk 

https://smquakers.org.uk  

350th Anniversary Celebrations 

A presentation of the 350th anniversary of Almeley 
Wootton Friends Meeting House celebrations took 
place at the January Area Business Meeting by 
Zoom.  

A video  of the presentation  can be found on our 
Almeley web site:-  https://almeleyquakers.org.uk 350th 
Anniversary page. and click on the link.  

Many events are being planned so keep visiting our 
web site. (See also page2) 

Meeting House Internet 
Since our last newsletter we now have the internet 
and a fast broadband connection installed. For any-
one needing to use the internet at the Meeting 
House, the main connection needs a password to 
be entered. There is a “Guest” connection  that 
does not require a password. For access to the 
main connection contact David Briggs 
(david.briggs@smquakers.org.uk) 

Fire Safety at the Meeting House 
The Fire Safety Group have been reviewing our fire 

evacuation procedures. 

In the event of a fire or fire alarm being sounded 
anyone attending the Meeting House should leave 
by the nearest available safe exit as directed by 
the Clerk/Assistant Clerk and gather at the assem-
bly point. The assembly point is located at the gate 
on the left hand side.  You should not attempt to 
re-enter the building unless instructed to do so. 

Please make yourself aware of ALL available exits 
and the Fire Evacuation Procedure. Copies are dis-
played on the notice board and other areas within 
the building. 

Down By The Farm. 
I was walking past a farm and a sign said:  

Duck, eggs. 

I thought, “that's an unnecessary comma”.  

Then it hit me. 

Basil and Vera Hobby celebrated 70 years of mar-

riage at the beginning of February and received a 

card from the Queen. They were married in Here-

ford Meeting House.   

Kate Binney 

https://almeleyquakers.org.uk
https://smquakers.org.uk
https://almeleyquakers.org.uk/almeley-woottons-350th-anniversary/
https://almeleyquakers.org.uk/almeley-woottons-350th-anniversary/
mailto:david.briggs@smquakers.org.uk
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Dorothy Canfield Fisher  
I have just read a novel by the American author  

Dorothy Canfield Fisher called The Deepening Stream. First 

published in 1930 it has been re-issued by Persephone Books. 

It is very long, too long to describe here, but I was taken by 

the following quote where Matey Gilbert, who has just mar-

ried into a Quaker family in late Edwardian America, tries to 

explain Meetings to her French friends who have no religion. 

‘No one made any comments during her attempt to give 

them some idea of a Quaker meeting. ‘It’s not a bit like a 

church service with something active going on every mi-

nute,’she told them. ‘It’s an exercise in contemplation, 

really. Most of the time is spent in silence. Silences longer 

than you think possible. At first I fidgeted and coughed 

and noticed my finger-nails. But I was quite astonished to 

feel myself becoming, little by little, very quiet! At first 

just an empty quiet, like a waking sleep. But do you 

know, even that’s awfully restful. And then, once in a 

while, up through the space cleared from the clutter of 

surface things, you feel a deep lifting of something more...like a slow tide rising…’ 

Later the book turns out to be absolutely extraordinary about life on the home front in France dur-

ing WW1. Matey’s husband joins the ambulance service while Matey herself supports refugees, 

wounded soldiers. If you wish to know more you will have to look it up – or ask me! 

Janet Robinson 

Dorothy Canfield Fisher, photo by Clara 

Sipprell (1940)  

1672 Celebrations Update 

Lots of things are happening and it is all very exciting! 

A few tasters to whet your appetite. 

On Tuesday March 1st a public exhibition showing 350yrs of Al-

meley Wootton Quaker History opens at the Herefordshire Ar-

chive and Records Centre, Fir Tree Lane, Rotherwas, Hereford 

HR2 6LA. See the website or call for opening times. It runs till the 

end of April. Please go and let your friends know about it. Take 

your visitors! 

Saturday July 2nd/Sunday 3rd    

There will be a joint concert held in St. Mary’s Church Almeley in the early evening of July 2nd. This will 

comprise talent from our own Meeting, Area Meeting and from the village. Contact Helen Briggs 

(helen.briggs@smquakers.org.uk)  or Carey Glyn Jones (carey.glyn-Jones@smquakers.org.uk) with offers to perform 

or help. 

This is the weekend our Friends from Alton expect to visit us. Hosts are required to offer Bed and Break-

fast for one person or a couple. A supper on Saturday will be held at the Meeting House and we will ask 

hosts to bring their guests to Meeting on Sunday for a bring and share lunch before they depart home-

wards. Can you help? If so, contact Stella. (stella.sterry@smquakers.org.uk) 

Herefordshire Archive and Records Centre. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clara_Sipprell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clara_Sipprell
mailto:helen.briggs@smquakers.org.uk
mailto:carey.glyn-Jones@smquakers.org.uk
mailto:Stella.Sterry@smquakers.org.uk
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Saturday July 16th 

Area Meeting will be held in the Meeting House when we will provide 

the after lunch “entertainment” which is likely to include a short talk 

by our builder Bertie on renovating old buildings, and also little 

“snapshots” of what life was like in 1672. 

Not to be missed! 

Wednesday 27th July 

Carey and Helpers (they are looking for more) are holding what Carey is calling an enactment day. She is 

hoping to engage children from the village school and our Area Meeting in finding out what life would 

have been like for children in 1672. She plans to get them bread making (DIY lunch!), candle making, rag 

doll making etc. but not forgetting some games. 

If she can gather enough costumes there will be dressing up. 

Especially needed are things to create tunics and general peasant dress, aprons etc. Could you create sim-

ple tunics say? 

There is also likely to be a session on what it was like to travel to America in those days. 

Please contact Carey (carey.glyn-jones@smquakers.org.uk) if you can offer help on the day or beforehand 

in any respect. 

Philadelphia 

Because of our American connections Kit Byatt has contacted the Meeting House in Arch Street, Philadel-

phia. (Arch Street Meeting House (historicasmh.org) ). This is now held by a Trust though still used for Quaker 

worship. The Custodian has agreed to talking to us about its history and, in particular, the burial ground. 

Kate Binney will talk about ours. 

Stella has been in touch with the Friends Meeting and they are keen to share a Meeting for Worship with 

us. 

Both happenings, as yet, are at Dates to be Fixed. Watch this Space! 

Stella Sterry 

Seven hugs in only one week!  
It feels like the dove returning to the ark 
with that olive twig. 
 I am looking forward 
 to the promise of the rainbow. 

 

Poem of the Year 2021 
Ute Caspers 

mailto:carey.glyn-jones@smquakers.org.uk
https://www.historicasmh.org/meetinghouse
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Almeley Wootton Quaker Meeting House—350th Anniversary 

I’m sure it can’t have escaped you that this year represents 350 years since Roger Prichard built the 

meeting house in which we meet. You may have seen, at January’s Area Meeting presentation, the picture 

of the 1675 deed marking its ownership being handed over to the meeting.  

Roger Prichard’s signature, from the 1675 deed mentioned above. 

 Roger Prichard’s signature                           Mary Prichard’s mark 

It is of interest that he signed his own name, confirming his literacy, whereas Mary, his wife, could only 

put her mark, not her name, showing her lack of literacy. This is not surprising, given that literacy rates in 

England at that time were about 50% for males and 15% for females. It is interesting that both names ap-

pear on the deed, given that under the law at that 

time, a married woman could not own property 

herself, its ownership would occur via their hus-

band (unless he were to die), as ‘a married wom-

an’s legal identity was covered or eclipsed by her 

husband’. 

I don’t know whether this was standard practice 

for relatively wealthy couples at the time, or 

whether Quakers in general, or Roger Prichard in 

particular, were more inclusive in their views. But 

to me it shows a degree of their solidarity as a cou-

ple with the Quaker movement, in their explicitly 

joint gift to their ‘particular meeting’ (as local 

meetings were then called).  Kit Byatt 

Hammons P. Rethinking Women and Property in Sixteenth-and Seventeenth-Century England. 2006 

Clark G. The great escape: The industrial revolution in theory and history. October 2003 Figure 3. 

The Sumida 

The dwellings on the river's bank are wooden, 

The river unctuous still and dank, 

From a Passing boat, laughter, music, 

People are rowing on a summer's night 

While the three stringed samisen sings In the honeysuckle 

scented breeze, 

As they become part of summer itself. 

John Tittley 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1741-4113.2006.00385.x
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228553349_The_great_escape_The_industrial_revolution_in_theory_and_history

