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Quaker dates

Naming months
Quakers avoided using the Roman, or as they saw them ‘pagan’, names for 
months (e.g. January named after the ancient Roman God Janus, the god 
of beginnings, and doorways). They simply numbered the months, but 
until 1751, they started from March (see above). March was ‘first month; 
December, ‘tenth month’; January, ‘eleventh month’; and February, 
‘twelfth month’, as in the left column in the table of the illustration above.

Thus 25 February 1672 would be written ‘25th twelfth [or 12th] month 
1671’, and 25 March 1672 would be ’25 first [or 1st] month 1672’.
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Counting years
In the seventeenth century, years
were reckoned to start from Lady
Day (Annunciation day), which is
on 25 March.

Thus, 12 February 1655 would be
written as 12 February 1654 (or
sometimes 1654/5). and 28 March
1655 would be written as 28
March 1655.

This is like the UK tax year, which
starts on 6 April annually.

The arrangement continued until
the Calendar Act was passed into
law in 1751. This altered the start
of the year to be on 1 January
from then onwards.

Epistle sent out by ‘London Yearly Meeting for Sufferings’
in 1751, explaining the changes

Can you work out this date?

Answer at bottom centre

7th January 1673



Early Quaker organisation

Transcription ‘An account of ye Sufferings of ffriends
upon ye account of teyth* in Heriford Shier

In the yeare 1692 as ffolloweth’

Allmely Meeting’ (*‘teyth’ = tithes)

From the middle of the 1600s, Quakers in Britain became increasingly
more organised, evolving into a four-layered system that persists to this
day. Initially, Quakers met and worshipped together in each other’s
houses. This was partly because they rejected the idea that any building or
artefact was intrinsically holier than any other, and partly to keep a low
profile to avoid persecution. A local group of Quakers, e.g. in Almeley, was
called a ‘Particular Meeting’ (or often, shortened to just ‘Meeting’).
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From Herefordshire to London Yearly Meeting

Transcription

This first of the 11th Month 1677   [i.e. 1 January 1678]

James Exton is appoynted by this Meeting to goe to London

if upon the service of Truth if^[any] occasion shall therefore happen

betweene this & the next Quarterly Meeting.

Note that both Roger Prichard and his son-in-law James Eckley

were in attendance at this meeting.

Extract from Herefordshire ‘Book of Sufferings’

Representatives from all particular meetings in a county met every month
to ‘consider of outward business’ and check if any new people had joined,
or existing members had strayed, amongst other things.
Every three months there was a ‘Quarterly Meeting’. This was ‘for and
concerning the poor and other affairs of the Truth’.

From 1668, meetings in London of Quakers from around Britain began to
occur. By 1678 these so-called ‘London Yearly Meetings’ were happening
annually. ‘Yearly Meetings’ still happen in Britain, and other countries.

Extract from Herefordshire Quarterly Meeting minutes



Background: Almeley Quakers 
& Meeting House

Although there would seem to
have been a few Quakers in the
district of Almeley before 1668,
it was the arrival of Roger
Prichard that year that appears
to have energised the
community. In particular, this
was the result of Prichard
making a gift of the little black
and white building that became
the Friends Meeting House.
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Some accounts have it that Roger Prichard had the building constructed
specifically for Quaker use. In other accounts the building was a
conversion from a cottage, that may even have already been in existence
on the estate when Prichard purchased it in 1668. Which version is true is
frustratingly unknown. The discovery of a bread oven during the 1950s
renovation would appear to substantiate the ‘conversion’ theory. We
believe the gift was made in 1672 (hence the 350th celebration), although
the legal document was not drawn up until 1675.

Remarkably, Quakers have been
worshipping continuously in
Almeley Wootton Meeting House
for the last three and a half
centuries, although the Quaker
Meeting has seen many ups and
downs over the 350-year period.

Almeley Wootton Quaker Meeting House in the 1960s



Roger Prichard 1

Roger Prichard was descended from a Norman knight, Sir Miles de Picarde,
also known as Miles Roger Picard or Pychard (as in Picardy), who had come
over with William I to fight at the Battle of Hastings. He was granted land
on the Welsh border by the new king, which included Almeley. The Picards
became the de facto rulers of the area for about four centuries thereafter.
Later, the Norman name of Picard evolved into the Prichard name (as
opposed to the Welsh Pritchard spelling).

Produced by Almeley Wootton Local Quaker Meeting 2022

Roger Prichard lived between c1600 and
1679. After graduating from Oxford he
became a vicar in South Wales (where
his immediate family had been living for
300 years). Subsequently, he became a
captain in Cromwell’s army in Ireland,
and later a glover in Worcestershire. It
appears that he met William Penn whilst
in Ireland, which may have been his first
encounter with Quakerism.

Roger Prichard came to Almeley in 1668, presumably due to the old family
connections, and purchased the Almeley Wootton estate. Shortly
afterwards he married (for a second time) Mary Clarke, who was already a
Quaker, and declared himself to be a Quaker too. It seems that he quickly
took the lead with Quakers in the district, and like them suffered a great
deal of persecution. He was fined, his goods (such as cattle, horses and
oxen) were seized, and he was imprisoned (for 2-3 months at a time in his
late ‘70s), for non-payment of tithes and refusing to swear the Oath of
Allegiance to King Charles II.

Roger Prichard’s signature from a 1675 deed Mary Prichard’s mark from the same deed

Oliver Cromwell, after Samuel Cooper
(Public domain, from Wikipedia)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6363210


Roger Prichard 2

A copy of the deeds, transcribed
alongside, shows that the purchase
of the Almeley Wootton estate by
Roger Prichard actually took place
on 19th February in the 20th year of
Charles II’s reign (i.e. in 1668).
Although he ascended the throne
in 1660, his reign was officially
counted as beginning in the year of
his father’s (i.e. Charles I) execution
in January 1649, as Cromwell’s
Commonwealth was treated as
though it never happened.

NB ‘Pritchard’ has been misspelt by
the transcriber. At that time,
spelling was largely phonetic, and
very variable. Almeley is spelled
several ways throughout the early
documents.
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The estate, when put up for sale over 200 years later, consisted of 143 
acres and many farm buildings and cottages, as well as the main house.

Roger’s house and farm was
Almeley Wootton House
(variously also known as
Almeley Wootton Farm and
Summer House Farm).

It is an Elizabethan Grade II*
listed building, incorporating
a medieval hall and is
constructed from massive oak
beams, as common in the
Marches at the time.

A transcript of the deed of purchase of the farmhouse 
outbuildings, and land at Almeley

Summer House Farm, Almeley, in the 70s



Roger Prichard’s Will
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An original copy of Roger Prichard’s will

The copy of Roger Prichard’s will in the National Archive
(by kind permission of the National Archive)



The Prichard Family 1
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Roger Prichard’s son Edward, and his son-in-law John Eckley, shared in
William Penn’s ‘Holy Experiment’ in Pennsylvania (see the relevant
exhibition panels). Members of the Prichard family continued to live at
Almeley Wootton until 1797, but from that date – whilst it continued to be
owned by the family – the farm was let to tenant farmers.

The tenants customarily were required to continue to provide
accommodation and sustenance to Quaker attendees at events at the
Meeting House, such as Monthly Meetings

Many of the Prichards – despite
not living at Almeley – were
nevertheless frequent visitors,
partly because many of them
lived in Leominster. This charming
watercolour by Henry Newman in
1899 depicts his uncle John
Prichard, who owned the estate
from 1797, and lived from 1763 to
1850. He is standing next to the
summer house, after which the
farm acquired one of its names.
Even then his chosen garb of
knee-breeches was regarded as
“very old fashioned”.

John Prichard was the last member of the family bearing the Prichard
surname to own the Almeley Wootton estate. It passed down in trust to
his nephew Edward Prichard Southall in 1846, and from that point on the
house and estate were owned by family members with the Southall
surname.

Watercolour by Henry Newman in 1899 



The Prichard Family 2

The Southalls lived in Leominster, like their Newman cousins and many of
their Prichard forebears. They continued their close association with
Almeley, however. Elizabeth (1823–1911) and sister Hannah (1828–1910)
were active in a wide range of social and educational initiatives in
Leominster, where they continued to live for most of the year. However,
after inheriting Almeley Wootton in 1888, they became the last members
of the Prichard family to own the estate. Not only did they spend the
summer months there every year, as well as making other visits, but
became very involved in helping to regenerate Almeley Quaker Meeting at
the time of the evangelical revival at the turn of the century
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Remarkably, in their late
‘70s/early ‘80s, in order to
make their journeys easier
between Leominster and
Almeley, the maiden aunts
purchased one of the
earliest cars seen in
Herefordshire.

The car, pictured right (at 
Almeley?), was a Darracq 
20-32 Limousine.

The car must have made quite an impression on the quiet country lanes,
but the aunts’ inability to drive, and the unreliability of cars at that time,
resulted in a reliance on others (including great nephews) as chauffeurs
and mechanics.

When the house and estate were sold in 1912, following the sisters’ 
deaths, the direct link going back to Roger Prichard was finally broken.

The car belonging to Elizabeth and Hannah Southall, c. 1900



Almeley Meeting House 1

As mentioned elsewhere in the
exhibition, although the deed
drawn up to legalise the gift of
the Meeting House to Quakers
by Roger & Mary Prichard was
not drawn up until 1675, the
building had been in use by
Quakers for Meetings for
Worship for some years already.
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Despite the constant persecution of
Quakers in the early days, and the
emigration of many of them to
Pennsylvania, the Meeting thrived
until the early years of the 18th

century. After that time numbers
diminished and eventually regular
Meetings were given up after 1797.

From mid-century part of the
Meeting House was used by
Primitive Methodists for worship,
and also as a dwelling by an elderly
woman named Betty Francis.

However, throughout this fallow period Quakers continued to use the
Meeting House for occasions such as Monthly Meeting in May and Harvest
Thanksgiving.

1675 deed for Almeley Wootton Meeting House



Almeley Meeting House 2

In the later years of the 19th century, Almeley Meeting began to go from
strength to strength again, in part due to the evangelical revival taking
place nationally. In 1881 the Meeting House was officially reopened for
regular Meetings again, and in 1884 the first Home Mission Worker was
appointed. After Elizabeth and Hannah Southall’s deaths the Meeting
went into another period of decline, however, leading up to the First World
War.
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Although the interwar
years were fairly
quiescent for Almeley
Meeting, the much-
loved Meeting House
still hosted special
occasions, like this one
in 1938 (see right).
Note the internal
panelling, removed
during the 1956
renovation.

Almeley Wootton Meeting House in 1935



Almeley Meeting House 3

The attendance at Almeley
Quaker Meeting had shrunk to
about half a dozen by the end of
the Second World War. However,
attendance grew again during
the 1950s, and in 1955 an appeal
was launched for the complete
renovation of the Meeting House
(see leaflet alongside). The
reopening in 1957 was attended
by about 150 people.
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Celebrations were held for the
tercentenary of the Meeting
House in 1972 (the photo to the
left was taken around then). At
this time there were just two
Meetings for Worship each
month.

The Meeting House remained one
simple room until 1981, when an
extension gave a much-needed
children’s room, kitchen space and
toilet. A much more ambitious
extension was built in 2013 on
land given in a Quaker legacy. The
work included the Prichard Room
(shown just after completion), a
much larger kitchen and new
toilets.

An appeal leaflet for the meeting house extension in 1955

The 2013 meeting house extension, from the South



John Eckley

The Kimbolton parish record shows
John Eckley was born in Kimbolton in
1659. His father was a churchwarden
in the local church, and bequeathed
£50 to the poor of the parish.

An early copy of John and Hannah’s wedding certificate
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John Eckley’s baptism entry  in the parish register

He married Roger Prichard’s daughter,
Hannah in 1679, but sadly she died three
years later. Shortly after that he left for
Pennsylvania, setting up as a merchant in
Philadelphia, importing and selling dry goods.

He returned to England in 1685 where he
remarried, to Sarah Burge, a widow from
Haverford West. The couple went back to
Philadelphia, via Barbados, in 1687.

His father’s will is dated 9 February 

1653. In it his father says he is:
‘sick and weake in bodie yet in very 

good and perfect memory’

The will shows that as well as his
parents, John and Sibble, and his
older sisters (Sarah, b 1644;
Susanna, b Jan 1646; and Mary, b
December 1646), a cousin, John
Morris, was living at the Lea, too,
at that time. John bequeathed his
‘best Hatt’ to his cousin John!

The first page of John Eckley’s will
(by kind permission of the The National Archives Image Library)



John Eckley in Philadelphia
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John was a well-respected member
of the local community. The minutes
of the Monthly and Quarterly
Meetings (the administrative bodies
overseeing the management of
Quaker affairs at local and regional
affairs respectively) refer to him many
times. At different times he was
involved in representing Philadelphia
Quakers at the Yearly Meeting of
Quakers in Pennsylvania, arranging
collections for a new meeting house,
keeping accounts, and settling
disputes between Friends (as Quakers
called each other). In 1684, William
Penn, the Governor of Pennsylvania
made him a Provincial Judge.

John died of smallpox in 1690
and was buried in the burial
ground at Arch Street Quaker
Meeting House. Sarah died in
1692 and was interred next to
him (they are 2nd and 3rd from
right, in the third row from
the top).

Transcription
3. John Eckley and James Claypoole are Appointed by this 

Meeting to Request ^ [ye Majistrates] of ye County that they will Please to
Keep their Court on ye first + fifth day of Every Month, which 
if they Please to Grant Then if weekly Meetings wch hath
hitherto been on the fifth day, Shall be on the fourth day
That So ye Court and the Meeting may not be on ye Same day

John Eckley’s entry  in the Philadelphia burials register

Sarah Eckley’s entry  in the Philadelphia burials register

An entry  in the Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting minute book
2 December 1684

Transcription
(38)

Agreed by this Meeting that Robert Turner, Wm.
Preston, John Eckly and Robert Stacy or any
Two of them do attend the Service of the 
Yearly Meeting on behalf of this Meeting
And that they present a paper to ye sd. Yearly Meeting
which was hereby Presented Concerning the Estate
of Hannah Salter.

An entry  in the Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting minute book
30 August 1689

Sketch plan of Arch Street Quaker burial ground, c. 1770
(by kind permission of Arch Street Meeting House) (illustrations in this column from www.philageohistory.org)

http://www.philageohistory.org/


Quaker ‘Sufferings’

Transcription
‘The 27th of the 4th Month [i.e. June] 1671’

‘Ordered by ffriends at the Quarterly meeting that ffriends belonging to
this Quarterly meeting doe gather up all their Sufferings and bring it to John
Barber in Hereford against the next Monthly Meeting which will be upon
the 18th of the fift Month that it may be sent up to London, and that a
Copy be kept, that it may be entered in the Register booke.’

James Merricke
Thomas Merricke

By us John Barber
William ffisher
Thomas Tayler

Ordered by ffriends That the next quarterly Meeting is to be upon the 3d
day of the 8th Month at John Barbers house in Hereford .

Below is a record of the request in 1671 from London Yearly Meeting, the
central organising body for Quakers, asking local meetings to send details
of Quakers’ persecution. This was in order to compile a record of those
needing help, and also to build a dossier of evidence to present to the
authorities to ask for repeal of the persecution.
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Extract from Herefordshire Quarterly Meeting minute book

To the left is the title page of the minute
book for the London ‘Meeting for
Sufferings’, beginning on ‘5th of 6th Month
[i.e. August] 1680’.

Inside we find a number of familiar Quaker
names of the era, including George Fox,
William Penn, and Ellis Hookes.



Quaker ‘Sufferings’
continued

Transcription
This 4th of the 11th Month 1675  (i.e. 4 January 1676

Ordered by ffriends then at the Quarterly Meeting That whereas

ffriends at the Generall Meeting at London doe in the behalfe of every 

County require one friend to be appointed and nominated from every County

Quarterly Meeting to goe up to London to give an account to ffriends there of all

the businesse and Sufferrings within every County (as need shall be) And here

upon James Merricke is willingly contented to answere their requirings therein

for the present service of this County.

In 1675 a letter was sent out from London to the counties in order to
regularise the hitherto rather haphazard information submitted about
suffering of Quakers around the country, as a result of their persecution.
Herefordshire Friends appointed a member, James Merricke, to maintain
the written record of Quaker sufferings around the county.
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Extract from Herefordshire Quarterly Meeting minute book

On the left we see a transcript of
the minutes of the first ‘Meeting
for Sufferings’, held in London, in
1676, and showing James
Merricke who was representing
Herefordshire.Extract from Establishment of the Meeting for Sufferings

(by kind permission of Journal of Friends Historical Society)



Almeley ‘Sufferings’

This is the first full page of
the minute book for
Herefordshire Quarterly
Meeting (the regional
organising committee for
Herefordshire Quakers).

The first entry is the ‘16th of
the 7th Month 1665’.

At that time the calendar
started each year on 25th

March (the ‘1st month’), so
this entry was in September
1665, when the Great Plague
of London was at its height.

The Prichards had not yet
arrived in Almeley.

The next entry on the page is three months later on
the ‘27th of the tenth Month (December) 1665’.

On that day Samuel Pepys records in his diary: ‘the
plague is decreased to 152, the whole being but 330.’

The last entry is ‘18th of the fi[r]st Month (March) 1666’.
On this day Samuel Pepys noted that he chatted with
Admiral Sir William Penn, father of the famous Quaker,
also called William Penn. This was just six months before
the Great Fire of London, in September of that year.

Admiral Sir Willan Penn, c. 1666
(by Sir Peter Lely, Wikipedia)

Samuel Pepys in 1666
(by John Hayls Public Domain)
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=898252
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=210769


Almeley ‘Sufferings’ 
continued

Transcription

‘An account of ye sufferings of ffriends
upon ye account of teyth in Heriford shier

In the yeare 1692 as ffolloweth’
Allmely Meeting

‘Taken from Edward Prichard from ) £ s d
the 4 month to ye 7th by Abraham Goodwin )
ffarmer to ye Impropriater Rye wheate ) 5 - 9 - 6
barly pulse Clover and Hay to ye vallew of )
The said Abraham Godwin did take ye a
bone sand wheate out of Edward Prichard

Barne’

This is an entry from 1692 in the Herefordshire Quarterly Meeting ‘Book of
Sufferings’. It shows the items taken from Edward Prichard, over a four
month period (June to September—after the harvest) by a local farmer,
acting as bailiff, for the ‘Impropriator’ (the person to whom the tithe
would normally be paid).

The Prichards had goods to the value of £5 to £10 taken each year up until
1753 (the last year they are mentioned).
£5 then would be about £1,000 now! It gives us a valuable insight into the
process and the financial impact on those affected.

Glossary

ye the

ffriends Friends (Quakers)

teyth tithe

Hereford Shier Herefordshire

as ffolloweth as follows

Allmely Almeley

Impropriater person owed the tithes

Barly barley

vallew value

Barne barn

Produced by Almeley Wootton Local Quaker Meeting 2022

entry from the Herefordshire Quarterly Meeting ‘Book of Sufferings’



Besse’s ‘Sufferings of Quakers’

In the seventeenth century everyone was supposed to belong to the
Church of England, pay tithes (a tax, literally a tenth of a person’s income)
to the local vicar, and take Holy Communion at least once a year. This was
because of opposition to Catholics, following Henry VIII’s split with Rome
during the English Reformation in the 1530s.
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Later, as ‘Quaker Acts’ were brought
in, other reasons were found to
penalize Quakers, who were regarded
as a subversive sect.
A common tactic for judges was to
require Quakers to swear an oath on
the Bible to tell the truth. Quakers on
principle didn’t swear oaths, they
followed the command in the Book of
James 5:12, not to swear oaths. Thus
they would be found in contempt of
court, and could be imprisoned,
irrespective of the original charges.

Failure to pay tithes resulted in fines being levied, goods and animals being
taken, or imprisonment. However Quakers believed that each individual
experienced God directly, without the need for a priest as intermediary
and objected to being forced to pay money to them.

12. But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be 
yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.

Chapter 5, verse 12 from the Book of James, in the 1611 King James Bible

The first page of the 1662 Quaker Act
(By kind permission of hindmanauctions.com)

https://hindmanauctions.com/


Besse’s ‘Sufferings of Quakers’
continued

Ellis Hooke was the clerk (secretary)
of ‘Yearly Meeting’, the central
Quaker administrative body in
London.

He amassed 44 folios of records over
the 20 years to 1681, as ‘Quarterly
Meetings’ sent them in.

Joseph Besse edited these rather
haphazardly collected records of
sufferings, eventually having them
published in 1753.

Each English county has its own
chapter, as does Wales, Scotland and
Ireland (and a number of other
places around the world).
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In general, it seems most people were tolerant of Quakers in Britain, and
individual magistrates and judges varied greatly in their harshness. That
said, in 1661 there were estimated to be over 4,000 Quakers in prison. The
total from 1660 to 1680 is over 10,000, of whom at least 450 died.

The title page of Besse’s ‘Sufferings’, 1753

William III giving his royal assent to the Toleration Act
(By John Cassell - Internet Archive, Public Domain)

In the period of 1650 to 1680, the population of Herefordshire was about
70–80,000. At this time it is estimated there were between one and two
hundred Quakers in the county.

The Act of Toleration was passed in
1689, a year after William III of England
had been enthroned. This allowed
freedom of worship for Quakers and
other nonconformists, making life easier.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=53217718


William Penn

William Penn Snr. worked closely with the
Duke of York (King Charles’s younger
brother, and the future King James II). Penn
gave his son a broad, conventional
education to prepare him for high office.
This included study at Oxford, Lincoln’s Inn
London, and Paris. However, Penn Jnr.
rebelled against his father’s plans. Whilst in
Ireland doing business for his father, Penn
became a Quaker. In effect, a young man at
the heart of English establishment had
joined a group seen at the time as extreme
radicals. His father disinherited him.
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Penn’s father
William Penn’s father (Admiral Sir William
Penn, 1621–1670) came from Bristol. He
became a highly respected sailor who served
under both Cromwell and King Charles II and
became an MP.
The family lived next door to Samuel Pepys
(who mentions the Penns in his diary) and
latterly, Penn and Pepys worked together in
the Navy Board. Pepys did not get on well with
Penn personally, but respected his expertise.
Penn is buried in St Mary Redcliffe, in Bristol.

Sir William Penn’s coat of arms
(By Glasshouse  CC BY-SA 4.0, from Wikipedia)

William Penn, aged 22
(possibly by Lely, public domain from Wikipedia)

In 1670, Penn and another Quaker Richard
Meade were arrested under the Conventicle
Act, which forbade religious assemblies. The
judge had the jury jailed for reaching the wrong
decision. They challenged the decision under
habeas corpus, and won. This case established
the independence of the jury in English law.

Plaque at the Old Bailey
marking the Penn-Mead case
(by Paul Clarke - CC BY-SA 2.0 from Wikipedia) 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=39282610
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=811592
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48337245


William Penn 
continued
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Penn was reconciled with his father before the latter’s death in 1670. In
1672, Penn married Gulielma Springett.
Penn managed to achieve the remarkable feat of becoming a leading
Quaker spokesperson, writing many tracts and books, whilst at the same
time maintaining his connection with the Court via his friendship with the
Duke of York, and building a network of leading businessmen.

He wrote his first book, ‘No Cross,
No Crown’ (a defence of the Quaker
approach) in 1669, whilst he was a
prisoner in the Tower of London for
his Quaker activities. Two of his
more famous books are ‘The Rise
and Progress of the People called
Quakers (a history of Quakers, and
initially the introduction to the
1694 ‘Journal of George Fox’), and
‘Some Fruits of Solitude’ (a
collection of his aphorisms). He also
wrote many religious, political and
business tracts.

For some years Penn petitioned for land in
America to launch a new colony. This plea
was eventually granted by Charles II in 1682.
This was for a number of reasons: ostensibly
in settlement of a debt owed by the Crown
to Penn’s father and also to allow dissenting
nonconformists to escape the strictures in
Britain, but mainly a ploy by Charles to divide
opponents in court and ease a political crisis.

Map showing Pennsylvania (red) in the 
USA

(By TUBS  CC BY-SA 3.0)

‘No Cross, No Crown’ by William Penn
(Public Domain, via Wikimedia Commons)

Penn called this initiative in America his ‘Holy Experiment’. He hoped to
allow a self-governing colony that encouraged religious freedom. Factional
in-fighting resulted in a drift towards a secular state after his death.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15949360
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=83721103


Pennsylvania’s 
first ‘Frame of Government’
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William Penn’s legal training allowed him to draw up a draft constitution
for his new colony, initially with the aim of allowing the colonists to have
as much political power as possible. He involved a number of advisors
(including his Quaker lawyer friend, Thomas Rudyard, who had advised
him on the Penn-Mead trial, over a decade earlier). The document went
through more than 20 versions, before finally being ready in 1682.

William Penn’s signature is at the
bottom of the document. Below it
are the signatures of 13 witnesses,
one being Edward Prichard. Another
was Charles Lloyd whose second
wife, Ann Lawrence, had lived at the
Lea, and was mentioned in Roger
Prichard’s will. Charles’s son Thomas,
emigrated to Pennsylvania and was
appointed Penn’s deputy when Penn

James Claypoole* London merchant

Francis Plumsted London ironmonger

Thomas Barker London wine merchant

Phillip Ford Penn’s business manager

Edward Prichard Almeley Quaker glover

Andrew Sowle Quaker printer

(key * = went to Pennsylvania; † = non-Quaker)

Christopher Taylor * Quaker headmaster

Charles Lloyd Quaker from Dolobran

William Gibson * Quaker minister

Richard Davies Welsh Quaker minister

Nicholas Moore * † London physician

Thomas Rudyard * London Quaker lawyer

Herbert Springett † Penn’s brother-in-law

The witnesses

A facsimile of the signatures on the Frame of Government

The democratic principles of the constitution, including being able to be
amended under certain circumstances, proved an important precedent,
and had a significant influence on the American constitution, which was
drawn up just over a century later, in 1787.

had to return to England in 1684. The witnesses were a diverse group of
people, reflecting Penn’s extensive network of contacts in both business
and Quaker arenas, and his wish to make his new colony a going concern.
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Penn’s later years

William Penn in his later years
(Public Domain,from Wikimedia)

Before going out to his colony in 1682, Penn was living with his wife and
two children, Springett and Laetitia, in Warminghurst Place, a large
country house in Sussex. He also owned estates in England and Ireland.
He now put behind him all his Quaker writing, debating, missionary
journeys, lobbying on behalf of persecuted Friends, and the imprisonment
and abuse he had received along the way. He focused all his attention on
trying to make his new colony work. He sold plots of land there to ‘First
Purchasers’ and advertised for farmers and tradesmen to move there.

Plan of the Pennsylvania border disputes
(From Wikimedia)

Penn and his family arrived in Chester,
Pennsylvania, on 28 October 1682. He learned
the language of the Lenni Lanape, the
indigenous people around Philadelphia, so that
he could negotiate and trade directly with
them. He wrote very favourably about them.
Sadly, Penn’s plans did not go smoothly. There
were boundary disputes with neighbouring
states, and the Pennsylvania General Assembly
soon ran into factional difficulties.

Penn returned to England in 1684 to settle the boundary dispute. While
there he found that his manager, Phillip Ford, had embezzled him. In 1694
Gulielma died. Two years later he Married Hannah Callowhill and things
settled enough to allow him to return to a thriving Pennsylvania in 1699.

Late in 1701, Penn had return to England again to
advocate for his colony, but once again Ford caused
trouble and Penn became increasingly indebted—he
spent some time in debtors’ prison. He had a small
stroke in 1705, and several later that eventually led
to vascular dementia. He died in July 1718 and was
buried in Jordans Quaker meeting house burial

Produced by Almeley Wootton Local Quaker Meeting 2022

ground, Buckinghamshire. He and his two wives had 16 children from 
1671 to 1708; only eight survived to adulthood. Although his last years 
were troubled, he left a great religious and political legacy.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=90387
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Penncolony.png


The ‘Welsh Tract’

Produced by Almeley Wootton Local Quaker Meeting 2022

George Fox, a founder of the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) started proselytising shortly before the English
Civil War started in 1642. The Quaker movement rapidly
grew, especially in Wales. However, the persecution of
Quakers was particularly harsh there, too. As a result,
many Welsh Quakers opted to start a new life in
Pennsylvania when this became possible. In 1682 the
largest number of new colonists arriving were Welsh.

George Fox 
Supposed portrait, attributed to Peter Lely

(Swarthmore College, Public Domain, from Wikipedia)

When William Penn started advertising land for sale in his new colony, a
number of leading Welsh Quakers, including Richard Davies of Welshpool
and Charles Lloyd of Dolobran, asked for an area of the colony to be
allocated to the Welsh settlers, with a degree of autonomy in language and
governance—the so called ‘Welsh Tract’. Penn granted them 40,000 acres.,
of which they purchased 30,000. Unfortunately, there wasn’t a written
agreement and Penn’s verbal assurance wasn’t able to be implemented in
full by the time the surveyors came to set out the intended area, because
some of the land there had already been allocated to others. However, an
area around Merion and Haverford, to the west of Philadelphia, formed
the focus of the very many Welsh settlers who arrived.

Extract from Almeley accounts book

Transcription

the 5th mo: 1686. then disburst at our Quarter
=ly meeting at Bromyard (by the order of friends)
ten shillings towards the transporting of A poor
friend out ^ [of] Brecknockshire to Pensilvania
who was unable to pay for transporting himself
and family 00 — 10 — 0

Above shows Almeley Quakers contributing 10 shillings (about £125 now)
towards the cost of ‘a poor friend’ emigrating with his family to
Pennsylvania from Brecknockshire (now part of Powys), in July 1686.

By 1700, it is estimated that about a third of the 20,000 inhabitants of
Pennsylvania were Welsh. After that time the flow dwindled rapidly, as
persecution had largely ceased, and most of those Welsh Quakers wealthy,
healthy, or motivated enough to move had already done so.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4212225


Quaker burials

Early Quakers neither wanted, nor
were allowed to be, buried in
churchyards, therefore most
Quaker Meetings acquired land for
burials. Local Meetings such as
Almeley Wootton, Bromyard,
Hereford, Leominster, Ross and
The Pales all had their own burial
grounds.

Produced by Almeley Wootton Local Quaker Meeting 2022

After 1850 simple gravestones of a
uniform size with the name, age and
date of death were allowed. Pagan
names for the months of the year and
the days of the week were replaced
by numbers. Graves did not have to
be positioned from east to west as in
churchyards.

Almeley Quaker burial ground
from the southwest

There were strict rules about Quaker
funerals and burials. Quakers believe
in equality and simplicity in life and
death. Gravestones and monuments
were not allowed before 1850,
although there are some examples of
pre-1850 stones (though not at
Almeley). Burials usually occurred
within three days of death.

One of Almeley’s earlier gravestones

Almeley Quaker burial ground
from the meeting house



Almeley Quaker burials

There are at least 47 early
Quaker deaths recorded from
1672 to 1885. Some of these
were buried in Leominster
(including Roger Prichard and
William Collier). Others were
buried at Almeley (later known
as ‘Almeley Wootton’), but it is
not known where these graves
are positioned. The remainder
had no stated place of burial.
This research is ongoing!

Produced by Almeley Wootton Local Quaker Meeting 2022

The earliest gravestone at
Almeley Wootton is 1885. Since
then there have been 94 burials in
80 graves, five of them children.
As more Friends attended from
the early 1880s, the burial ground
was extended by a third in 1903.
Since 1957, the 18 cremations
have been marked by brass
memorial plaques positioned by
the northern wall of the burial
ground.

Page from a register of Almeley Quaker burials

Gravestone of Mary Florence Norgrove 
who died aged 3 months from marasmus 

(a form of malnutrition)


