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EAPPI Online Session 

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) brings people from 

around the world to the West Bank to serve as human rights monitors, known as Ecumenical 

Accompaniers (EAs). EAs provide a protective presence for vulnerable Palestinian communities, 

monitor human rights violations, work with Israeli and Palestinian peace groups, and advocate for 

a just peace. 

On the 9 September 7.00pm - 8.00pm, Quakers in Britain are hosting a Zoom event for everyone 

who is interested in the work of EAPPI UK & Ireland during which staff will give an update on the 

latest developments and challenges for the EAPPI programme. 

You will also hear from EAs who have returned from their service and find out from the 

fundraising team how your support and giving helps ensure this vital work can continue. Please 

register to attend. 

For eyewitness reports from Palestine and Israel, subscribe to the EAPPI UK & Ireland newsletter 

Meeting for Learning  

The next Meeting for Learning will be on TUESDAY September 16th at 6PM (MfL are usually 

held on Wednesdays).  

The topic is Ministry and Jan Arriens from Clun Meeting has agreed to be our speaker. Many 

Friends will know Jan. His wisdom and broad understanding of Quakerism is a great asset to our 

Area Meeting. A copy of his most recent book is in the Roger Prichard Room. 

As this is a topic of special relevance to our newer attenders, many of whom work. the meeting 

will be at 6pm and will be followed by cheese, pate, fruit  and bread/biscuits in place of the 

normal cake – although if anyone wishes to bring cake along, I am sure it will be enjoyed. 

Cream Tea 

Join us for a cream tea, warm welcome, a chance to relax and to enjoy 

the tranquillity and views from this historic 353-year-old building and 

garden. 

After at 4:45PM there will be a short Meeting for Worship for anyone who 

would like to join us 

Music from ‘Cradle to Grave’  

Saturday August 30th 2pm - 4.30pm.  

September 2025 

https://quaker.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7506c29d95944ba554b4871f8&id=2f8b78a276&e=351aa14fcb
https://quaker.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7506c29d95944ba554b4871f8&id=f4f2dd4d25&e=351aa14fcb
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Raising Hare by Chloe Dalton  
Sometimes in life a book really hits the mark! This is what Raising  Hare did for me. I heard the 
author at the Hay Festival this year and was struck by her wonderful use of language and her 
gentle passion in telling the story of a leveret that she rescued from certain death.  

There was nothing sentimental about this story. From the start the author was determined to do 
her best to ensure that she raised the tiny hare as a wild and free creature. She didn’t name it nor 

attempt to cuddle it  - rather she adapted her life and home to ensure it 
grew, developed and flourished and had to the freedom to follow its natural 
instincts. In telling the story she also reveals a significant but  gradual 
change in herself and her own goals in life. The relationship she formed 
with the hare was remarkable and unexpected.  

I learnt a great deal about hares from reading this lovely book about the 
way they have evolved to survive and how fragile and vulnerable they are. 
The story is full of insights and revelations about a creature which is little 
known to many of us. It is also a story that caused me to stop and think 
about my own life.  

Helen Briggs 

 

 
 
There Is A Light 
There is a fight that dwells within  

us though most are quite unaware 

In some it is a flickering flame 

but in others it is so bright, like 

A beacon lit on the darkest night. 

When the light is low we will  

never see who we really are and 

meant to be. 

 

 

 

When we turn inward we connect 

to THE PRESENCE and we will 

know our bliss more precious than 

any gold or any lovers kiss. 

We may feel that it has been 

absent but in truth it has been 

yhere all the time and if we ask 

what is its essence, a quiet voice 

gently whispers it is of THE DIVINE. 

Indylana 29th November 2016  



3 
 

Churches Together Event 
Held at the Almeley Wootton Quaker Meeting House 5th July 2025 

On Saturday 5th July Presteigne churches and Almeley Church visited the Meeting House for an 

introduction to Quakerism and Meeting for Worship. Churches Together in Presteigne has 

become active with Michael Tavenor as the co-ordinator with many events in the four churches. A 

small number of Quakers who live in Presteigne have joined in these events and so extended an 

invitation to the churches as well as to Almeley church to come the Meeting House for the 

afternoon.  

About two dozen attended, including a good number from the Meeting. Ian Sterry's introduction 

was welcomed and appreciated. A deep silence with some ministry followed and at the end 

questions were invited. Over tea and cake there were lively conversations in the Roger Prichard 

Room. It was a delight to experience the Meeting House buzzing with so many visitors and see 

people sharing and enjoying each other's company. 

Kate Binney July 2025 

 

 

 

The Worshippers. 

There they stand – the multitude. Silent. 

In the slate grey gloom of the pre-dawn. 

Deep pink faces ready, without a yawn, 

Open, alert and expectant.  

After the rise, they bathe and rest, 

Then, gently together they sway, 

Through the warm glow of the day,  

Turning, imperceptibly, to the west. 

Holding out beneath the bowed 
sunflowers, 

Proud of their late summer stand, 

They look to the fading light and 

Whisper as one: “Sun-bless the Cosmos”. 

Brian Gorst 
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In Memory of Brian Holley 

On Sunday afternoon, July 6th 15 friends of Brian Holley including his wife, Liz, gathered to 

celebrate Brian’s deep faith in Life, in what he called the enabling Love, and in the power of 

simply being together as friends in that which is eternal and ineffable, beyond words.  We sang, 

chanted, read poems, some of them Brian’s, one is below.  We recalled stories from his life, Liz 

particularly brought short examples of how their joint spiritual path had been deepened in 

moments such as in Turkey with Rumi and in a moving experience that points to continuity of 

consciousness. One Friend ministered that they felt Brian’s presence with us. 

Quakers came from Ross, Llandrindod and Forest of Dean Meetings, having met him through 

Kindlers or at Area Meetings and been drawn to Brian’s ability to teach profound truths and 

intimately connect wherever he went. These were similar themes to the larger gathering on June 

21st in Weobley Church when so many of his neighbours spoke about his ability to reach so 

many levels of life and soul experience in every conversation, never missing opportunities to 

deepen. 

Sarah Davey 

 

The Secret Cave’ by Brian Holley  

When a loved one dies 

For what do you weep? 

A decrepit body 

Or the milieu of the One? 

Yet the One is 

Not something you can lose, 

Like a friend. 

So what is the loss you mourn? 

You have lost a unique expression 

Of the Enabling 

That manifested itself 

But once 

In one who is no more. 

Weep now. 

For never again 

Will there be such a manifestation 

of the ineffable 



5 
 

Plastics in the Environment 

The Garrett-Adams family have a long association with Almeley Quakers. On July 16th we 
welcomed Diahann, Zara and Ashton to the Meeting House to discuss their work on ‘Hidden 
Plastics’. Their grandmother, Kate attends when she can and has hosted picnics for us at 
Kinnersley Castle. Their great-grandfather Theo Hayes was a valued Friend, remembered  for his 
Ministry and his Jazz offerings at entertainments! 

Zara and Ashton were regular attenders at Children's Meeting for many years.  During the 
Pandemic they all continued to meet online and one of the sessions discussed discarded 
plastics, especially finding their way into our oceans.  This was part of the inspiration for  Zara to 
find out more and she developed it into her home-schooling project while another family, Bethan 
and Issy North,  produced a video about waste which was shown at Area Meeting. Ashton joined 
Zara in her research and to help with his technical skills, they started to make short films and 
create a website  https://www.hiddenplastic.org/  

On July 16th we discussed their work over  lunch together and then they gave their presentation 
and invited more discussion. We were able to see several of their videos from their 
website.  They talked us through some of the complexities involved in  their initiatives to raise 
awareness of the impact of hidden plastics - in our oceans, our soils and in the bodies of all 
creatures including of course humans. For example, research suggests most of us have already 
accumulated the equivalent of a teaspoonful of micro-plastics in our brain tissues. 

They started to become involved in the UN Global Treaty on Plastic Pollution Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee (INC) proceedings and have attended two of these already, including in 
South Korea.  Representing youth, they were only 2 of 3 participants under 18 years old and 
needed to attain special permission.   

After the meeting they went on to attend the INC 5.2  in August in Geneva. Considered the 
world’s final chance to agree to a Treaty that is as robust and fair to all nations and all species as 
possible and truly meaningful for years to come.  We now know that it failed to achieve its aims at 
this stage but sufficient networking between countries most affected, scientists and legal 
representatives suggest that more creative ways for ways forward can still burst through.  A lot 
depends on individual interest and support, as Kate and Carey said in July there is still a lot of 
power in our choices as purchasers/consumers, in all our small decisions. 

Zara and Ashton will keep working with Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) Geneva staff and 
they are appreciative of the work Quakers have been doing. 

 

Sarah Davey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almeley Wootton Quaker Meeting https://almeleyquakers.org.uk  

Southern Marches Area Meeting https://smquakers.org.uk  

Crynwyr Cymru – Quakers in Wales Cartref | Crynwyr yng Nghymru   Home | Quakers in Wales  

https://www.hiddenplastic.org/
https://almeleyquakers.org.uk/
https://smquakers.org.uk/
https://www.crynwyr.cymru/cy/cartref
https://www.crynwyr.cymru/en/home


6 
 

 


