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Some thoughts about the marriage of Will and Maddison 

The Meeting for Marriage was very special. We only had to look at the faces of the bride and 

groom, their parents and siblings and all present to know how much it meant to them. Our 

Meeting House looked wonderful and I felt its gift of being a spiritual place very strongly. The 

simple and beautiful flowers in a milk churn and the bird song outside added much to the 

occasion. Penny Harding, the Registering Officer for Marriages in Southern Marches, reassured 

everyone and explained clearly what would happen. The sun shone and the Best Man’s 

realisation that he had left the rings in his car relaxed everyone and added to the smiles all round.  

Reflecting afterwards some thoughts came to mind.  

Firstly, how fortunate we have been with those who are supporting our Meeting. Bertie Payle, the 

contractor, went to great lengths to tidy up and remove as much evidence of the work he is 

undertaking on the building as possible. He came in early and liaised with us continuously. He 

manged to work miracles on the half-finished panels inside the building. Will Ford, who runs Wye 

Bother the cleaning company we use, took a personal interest and changed his schedules to 

come in and do an extra session the day before the marriage. He did a deep clean to remove the 

dust from the building work, polished the floor, cleaned the kitchen and Roger Prichard room and 

checked the windows were cobweb  free.  Friends provided and served refreshments for 38 

guests while everyone signed the wedding certificate and mingled before heading off for the 

reception.  Amidst the doom of much of the news it was  uplifting to be reminded of kindness.  

Secondly, I watched the non-Quaker friends and family members of the Will and Maddison,  who 

had clearly been prompted to say a little. I was surprised at how nervous they were, even though 

the atmosphere couldn’t have been more supportive and accepting. It has made me think about 

our Friends who may be drawn to minister for the first time and wonder if we could do more to 

facilitate this.   

Helen Briggs 

Building Repairs 

The major structural repairs have gone well over June and July and all the panels are now being 

plastered. There are still some more timber repairs to carry out, but these will not get in the way 

of the plastering and will be completed in September. 

Maggots and possibly three adult deathwatch beetles have been found in the course of the work. 

It is believed that the works we are undertaking are changing the conditions for the beetles and 

making much of the frame inhospitable to them - Of course there will always be parts of the frame 

that are more difficult to get to, and it's possible that there are beetles or beetle larvae feasting in 

these parts. That is something we will never know. But the repairs that have been carried out will 

make the woodwork harder and drier and, in some areas, will provide critical structural support to 

the building. 

David Briggs 
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To all Almeley Booklovers.  

The Library Three: Penny Cole, Mark and Janet Robinson, would like you to read the following 

suggestions for the updating and improvement of the library. 

1. The “old books” i.e. the bound copies dating from well before 2000 are in a dedicated 

bookcase upstairs. We are asking Friends who are interested to peruse these books 

and, with post-it notes, write on their comments. Either that they think they should be 

kept – with reasons – or disposed of. This perusal would be available for a designated 

time after the next business meeting in September.  

2.  

We believe that Friends will be happy that we 

should dispose of duplicate copies of books in 

the other bookcases, both upstairs and 

downstairs, and to that end we have made the 

first tranche available in the RP room for 

Friends to take if they wish. Those that remain 

will be disposed of. 

3.  

We assume that Friends are prepared to consider the disposal of most books 

published before 2000. There are, of course, some standard texts that would be kept. 

Again, we would put these out in limited numbers for Friends to take. After that we 

would do our best to pass them on to other Meetings* , but failing that they would be 

taken to charity shops. 

4.  

We recommend that the bibles are disposed of. If Friends have a look at them they will 

realise that most are not fit to be passed on.  

5.  

We intend to look at the pamphlets and remove all those that are not current. 

6.  

We suggest that we keep two years of the recent Swarthmore lectures in printed form 

and dispose of the rest. (They are all on-line.)  

7.  

We have not looked at the hymn books and if indeed there is some Quaker history 

hovering about them then we would like to pass them to more weighty Quakers than 

ourselves to consider them. 

 

*We have contacted Friends’ House library in respect of the “old” books. They think 

it highly unlikely that they would want any, and they do not think there would be a 

home for them in Area and other Meetings. However, we would, of course, after 

Almeley Friends have seen them, make a list with details of publication and 

condition and send it to the relevant Meetings. 

We hope that this is sufficiently clear to be considered at QBM in September. 

The Library Three 
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With many thank to Carey and Jeff for being great host on the day. 
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From Methodism to modern Labour:  

A crisis of conscience. 

Labour may owe more to Methodism than Marxism, but the wider non-conformist tradition that 

shaped British democracy is under pressure as protest rights come under increasing attack, 

The jury is still possibly out on whether it was Morgan Phillips, a former general secretary of the 

Labour Party or his speech writer, Denis Healey, who first coined the phrase, “the Labour Party 

owes more to Methodism than to Marxism.” 

Harold Wilson rather liked the line as well, as did Tony Benn. Either which way, this week Andy 

Burnham will become leader of the Labour Party by approbation rather than election and I 

couldn’t help but wonder if he will open the party up to being (excuse the pun) a broad 

church again? 

Can you imagine the late firebrand MP, Ellen Wilkinson or dear old Donald Soper, both 

Methodists, being allowed to sit on the Labour benches today?   

The question has greater urgency since that great dissenting, non-conformist, conscience driven 

tradition within our society finds itself increasingly battered by draconian legislation which has, for 

instance, seen the Friends Meeting House in Westminster raided by police three times 

since 2025. 

The Quakers, despite being small in number, have historically been at the front line in 

championing the right to free assembly and for juries to be able to exercise a right to their 

conscience, which is yet another basic British human right that is currently being deliberately 

undermined by both ministers and reactionary elements 

of the judiciary.   

Our village is home to what is likely to be one of the 

oldest Quaker meeting house in the country. The story 

has it that one of the early Quaker preachers, George 

Fox, came and spoke to a very large crowd in a field and 

that a local farmer Roger Pritchard was so impressed — 

and concerned that the crowds were being rained upon 

— that in 1672 he handed over the small black and 

white former farmhouse to the Quakers and that is still 

very much in use. 

The history of the Quakers in this area and across the Marches is both a very proud and active 

one and one that continues to this day. Quakers are often at the forefront of the peace 

movement, involved in campaigns around climate change and locally here in support of prisoners 

languishing in the horrendous no-mans-land that is death row in US prisons. 

In echoes of the increasingly repressive and intolerant times in which we live today, many local 

Quakers from our area moved to North America during the 1600s to escape persecution. Roger 

Pritchard’s son William was one of the 13 signatories of William Penn’s Charter for Pennsylvania, 

and this link between our local Friends Meeting House and the North American colonies is 

celebrated with a framed commemorative letter from a Governor Duff of Pennsylvania. 

Continued next page 

 

 



6 

And just up the road, we have Pennsylvania Farm. Those early Quaker settlers, some from our 

area, were determined to live peacefully alongside local Native Americans but their pacifism did 

not endear them to Benjamin Franklin, who, although respecting many of their beliefs, plotted to 

take control of the colony and later organised armed militias when he had done so. 

It is perhaps unsurprising that visitors to the early Pennsylvania colony would often come across 

Native Americans and their settlements, whereas a decade later, with the Quakers in retreat, the 

Native Americans had largely been driven out. 

The non-conformist tradition in Britain has been and remains influential. It is writ large on the 

some of the colourful banners that were on proud display at the Durham Miners’ Gala last 

weekend. It is evident in the activities of local groups up and down the country; it speaks to us in 

so many different ways. 

Many Quakers have been arrested under Yvette Cooper’s souped-up anti-terrorism laws simply 

for holding placards that read: “I Support Palestine Action.” 

Democracy and freedom of expression and assembly are under direct threat in a country that 

likes to boast to the world that it is free, when increasingly it isn’t. 

Mark Seddon, Morning Star 16th July 2026 

 

Summer in Presteigne 

I have been nowhere. Spent most of the summer welcoming friends who are trying to understand 

why I have moved here. My greatest joy has been to lie out in the afternoon reading a good book! 

From the wonderful Quaker library  

‘Finding sanctuary “by Abbot Christopher Jamison.  

It is what is says, monastic steps to everyday life. Based on an experiment for a 

TV documentary of sending 5 very modern men for 40 days and 40 nights into a 

monastery. The book is beautifully written, gently outlining the wisdom of the St 

Benedict ways to find spiritual space and peace in the busy, confusing modern world.  

My second book: “While it is yet day “The story of Elizabeth Fry by Averil Douglas 

Opperman (still a copy left in the library.) 

I love reading about these extraordinary strong Quaker women. Born into wealth 

and privilege, but always with the conviction, her life must not be squandered with 

vanities but put to service. Luckily, she married the very supportive and loving 

Joseph Fry. She had 11 children! 

Elizabeth had already started school for poor children before leaving home. 

Bravely visited the notoriously barbaric Newgate prison and set about prison reform for women 

through better conditions and education. She worked tirelessly to help women being deported in 

the most deplorable conditions. Fighting as a woman in a very male world, using 

her influence amongst wealthy banking Quaker Friends, she was able instigate 

unimaginable prison reform. Until her death she was travelling widely in Europe to 

inspect prison and advise . The Frys nurses went on to be recruited by Florence 

nightingale in the Crimea.  

Continued next page 
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Book 3: on a lighter note, “Men like Gods” HG Wells. 

A man escaping the pressures of work finds himself in another dimension Living amongst a 

people who thrive in an Utopian Universe. Over hundreds of years, they have eliminated poverty, 

disease, greed, hate, war and revenge. All is love and light. (a Quaker paradise!) The earthlings 

bring problems: disease, suspicion, revolution, greed and revenge. This lures many Utopians into 

temptation. 

A remarkable reflection on the fragility of the human condition. Do we need evil and challenge to 

grow spiritually? 

Judith Brown 

A Message from Cornwall 

Hello dear Friends, it goes without saying that I’m missing you all very 

much, and of course the beautiful meeting house too … though I hear 

it’s not quite so beautiful at the moment while the major problems are 

being rectified. Funny how I can miss you and the lovely Marches at the 

same time as being very happy where I am, and getting to love the far 

Southwest just as much. 

If you like visiting special gardens, as I do, then you’ll be spoilt for choice 

down here, I have three within 10 minutes drive of my home. Spring is 

definitely the best season for them, when they drip with magnolias, 

camelias and rhododendrons [see photo with the bright pink 

rhododendron]. One of my favourites, a bit further away is Trebah, which 

was made by the Quaker Fox family (no relation) in the late 1800s. Quite 

typically for this area the garden runs down a steep-sided micro-climate of a 

valley to a small beach below, as does the garden in the next door valley, 

Glendurgan, also-Quaker-owned. 

Continuing the garden theme: I have become the facilitator of the Penzance 

U3A Gardens Group and we get around to both private gardens locally and 

also those of brave members who can be persuaded to open theirs. You’ll not 

be surprised to hear that tea and cake form a big part of those twice-monthly 

events. We have a local, quite famous, fiction author, Patrick Gale, who opens his garden, right 

on the tip of Cornwall every June, so that’s on the list of next year. His 

latest book is called ‘Love Lane’, the eponymous lane being just as five-

minute walk from where I live. 

The U3A here offers many interesting 

groups, and another one I go along to looks 

at local archaeology. The two photos were 

taken far out to the end of the Cornish 

peninsula on a visit to look at neolithic 

‘calendar’ stones, a cluster of which had 

small holes in to catch the sun at mid-Summer and Winter.  

Continued next page 
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You can see it wasn’t the best of days to show off the views (I’m the one in the bobble hat!). 

Unbelievably with the summer we’re having it was such a foggy day that when I tried to go back 

to show a friend I couldn’t locate where we’d wandered to on the moors. 

But there have of course been many glorious days since then with some 

spectacular Sirus clouds and plenty of space on the big stones on the 

Prom from which to admire the deep blue sea and sky.  

Cornwall in general, and Penzance in 

particular, is very fond of its lively ‘pagan’ 

festivals, where there is much music and the 

Cornish do love a good parade where 

hundreds of people of all ages process 

through the town, many carrying spectacular 

models made out of willow and paper, Sadly, most of which I captured 

on video so can’t show you, so you’ll have to be content with this 

picture of a wing-flapping car. 

My daughter, Rosie, continues to settle well into her care home and we were thrilled earlier in the 

year when two of her biggest fans from her home in Kington came all the way down and back in a 

day just to see her!  Many happy tears were shed, not by Rosie who was just full of smiles and 

hugs. 

I think I made the move down here at the right time because our temperatures are regularly 10C 

lower than the Marches, so I count myself very lucky. Though the landscape is as parched brown 

as I imagine it is with you, very rarely seen in Cornwall. Let’s hope we all wake up to the 

seriousness of the changes to the climate very soon. It’s going to take a great deal of rain to 

make up for this damaging sun.  

On that gloomy note, time to say Goodbye for now. I plan to come up soon and hope to make it 

on a Sunday so I can come to Meeting with you all once again. 

Go well. Maggie 

 

Friends for Life -  Death Row Letters and Lifelines 
AM Talk May 25th? 2026 by Suzanne Michael 

I have been asked to write this article especially for those Friends who were not able to be at the 

Area Meeting last month at Almeley. It was a very deep and moving session and Friends were 

greatly affected by Suzanne's experience. 

Jan Arriens (Clun) introduced the session. In May 1987 he had watched the film '14 Days in  May' 

about the last 14 days before the execution of Edward Earl Johnson on death row in 

Mississippi State Penitentiary. Jan made contact with the men who had spoken on 

the film and then set up 'Lifelines', which has resulted in over 5,000 people in the UK 

writing to people on death row. To begin with only four US states in the south were 

included, but that gradually extended to all states that have death penalty jurisdiction. 

Charitable status was achieved in 2004. Correspondents are moved to find the 

triumph of human spirit in adversity.  

Continued next page 
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Clive Stafford Smith was a British death row lawyer based in Atlanta, who  worked tirelessly to 

bring justice to many on death row. He later found evidence that he felt could have proved that 

Johnson was innocent. 

Jan introduced Suzanne who had been in contact with him for a few years; he wrote the 

introduction to her book 'Friends for Life -  Death Row Letters'. Suzanne is a Quaker from 

Hampstead Meeting, a member of Lifelines and is an artist and writer. Since a child she had 

wanted to help those on death row, but, although she also saw the film in 1987, she didn't act on 

this for over 40 years. In 2015 Suzanne started to write to Robert Royson #40419; the book 

covers the first 5 years of their friendship with over 60 letters. Encouraged by Jan to overcome 

her fears, she visited Robert last year. Her talk was about their book and her visit. 

Suzanne sat with a space to her left which was for Robert. Their correspondence is like a silent 

friendship, sometimes letters take weeks to arrive. When she started to write Robert had been on 

death row for 18 years and had had no personal visitors. By writing the book together Suzanne 

wanted to shatter preconceived ideas about a real murderer and show how powerful friendship 

can be. She had to remain open and be challenged to find the real person and what made him 

commit his crimes.  

Through Suzanne Robert has been able to start to love himself and others and be healed 'by the 

living power of kindness'. He's grateful that Suzanne has 'shown me all the willingness and 

patience needed in getting to know a person whom most of society discard as not worth seeing'. 

Through their letters they have developed a deep spiritual friendship and regard each other as a 

spiritual teacher. After 10 years of writing to each other and sharing so much of their lives, they 

were both overcome when Suzanne visited Robert last year. Of course they were never alone, 

but the prison staff turned a blind eye and let them be close. She spoke of the total respect for 

her by the other prisoners, who were moved that she was prepared to see them as ordinary 

people. 

Suzanne sold all the copies of her book at Almeley; it is obtainable on Amazon for £9.99. The film 

can be found on iPlayer and is hard to watch. 

Kate Binney       

 (Heat) Wave Goodbye 

I’m sorry but I’m out of breath, 
This endless heat will be the death 
    of me - likely as not. 
It’s much too hot! 

I used to bask but now I burn, 
I’ve done my best to adapt and learn 
    from times gone by. 
It’s much too dry! 

Are you the one to calm my fears? 
Now that I’m getting on in years 
      I just can’t wait. 
It’s much too late! 
 
Carey Glyn Jones 
Summer 2026  
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Quakers in France 

There remains even today, much speculation concerning the history of the early Quakers in 

France. The Carnisards War (1702-1704) was an uprising of protestant peasants known as 

Camisards, a group in the Cevennes who had resisted the persecutions of the Cevennes war that 

caused devastation in the early years of the C18.   

“Les inspires de la Vaunage”(the swellers) were simple people who travelled preaching and 

prophesying They believed in the testimony of the holy spirit, nonresistance, universal priesthood 

and the ministry of women. They worshipped in silence, had no appointed ministers and had not 

made contact with Quakers until 1785 when Jean de Marsillac was invited to meet a group of 

Nantucket Quakers from Massachusetts in Dunkirk. (Have no idea how they got to be in 

Dunkirk?) As many “Canards "lived in or near Congenie .  they formed a Quaker group in 1788 

and built the first Quaker meeting house meeting house in France ,1822. 

Today, ‘La Maison Quaker ‘ Congenie near Nimes, has a small 

number of both French and English regular Members, and 

resident caretakers, who propose courses, retreats, and provide 

accommodation for many visitors each year. They organise an 

annual gathering for younger  families and children, which has 

proved very successful. There is a well-tended, lovely old 

cemetery and garden.  

Paris Quakers (after many years of discernment) have just sold their central meeting rooms in the 

Rue de Vaugirard and have moved into 58 Rue des Champs-Elysees, 94003 Arcueil. There is a 

small core group of Members and Attenders, both French and English speakers. They have 

weekly meetings, organise events and welcome foreign Quakers passing through Paris. .(Many 

of the visitors are American) 

Toulouse Quakers (where I attended for 15 years) is in a protestant church near the Place de 

Capitol. There are about 25 regular Members /Attenders, though strangely only a handful live in 

Toulouse. Many make over a 1-hour journey to meeting. They meet once a month with a shared 

lunch. Since Covid, there are now 2 online weekly Meetings, one in French, one in English and 

often a Meeting in somebody’s private home. They try to organise 2  long weekend retreats each 

year in a rented house or monastery, with a theme, to deepen practice and give everyone a 

chance to meet up. It is quite a task for the clerks, overseers and elders to keep this going but at 

the moment the group is flourishing despite distance. 

Nouveau Aquitaine in the Bordeaux region now exists mostly online. But they have a weekly 

meeting and mid week online coffee and chat … which has revitalised the group. They also 

include “les amis isole” several Quakers who live in isolated regions unable to attend meeting. 

Nantes has a small group of Friends, mostly younger families who meet in each other’s homes. 

Every year Quakers in France hold their Annual yearly meeting, organised in turn by the different 

groups. This year it will be in Carcassonne at the end of October. The three-day event hosts 

guest speakers, organises group participation and reflection. This year they are also discussing 

the new French translation of Advices and Queries. A wonderful chance to meet other Quakers in 

France and welcome visiting Friends from the UK and other countries. 

Continued next page 



11 

 

In French or English ….?.” Ooh la la.!.”! This is an on-going unsolvable dilemma. 

The majority of Friends in France are native English speakers with a few French Friends. As 

Most English speakers also speak good French. French is the predominant language. But then 

does that deter native English speakers who don’t speak good French?  

Ministry is given in whatever language feels comfortable and can be translated after meeting 

The Bordeaux group is now just online in English 

The bimonthly newsletter “Les Amis Quaker “is written in French. 

Over the years Quakers have supported many projects in France and abroad, “Les secours 

Quakers “were very involved in aiding refugees and saved children during and after World War 2, 

especially during the Spanish civil war. Today Quakers in France support many global 

organisations such as the FWCC, (Friends World Committee for Consultation) and local charities. 

Many friends have asked me why I travelled over 2 hours to get from my mountain home to 

Quaker meeting. For me it was important to reconnect with Friends with shared values. The 

powerful silence kept me grounded and often the Ministry would provide weeks of reflection. A 

true family of unconditional love. 

Judith Brown 

 

The Friends World Committee for Consultation, (FWCC) 

The Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) is a Quaker organisation that works to 

communicate between all parts of Quakerism. FWCC's world headquarters is in London. It has 

held General Consultative NGO status with the Economic and Social Council of the United 

Nations since 2002. FWCC shares responsibility for the Quaker UN Office in Geneva and New 

York City with the American Friends Service Committee and Britain Yearly Meeting. 

World War I peace work brought the diverse Friends together leading to a sense of world 

followship while respecting the autonomy of the individual yearly meetings and other Quaker 

organisations. FWCC was set up at the 1937 Second World Conference of Friends in 

Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, US, 

to act in a consultative capacity to promote better understanding 

among Friends the world over, particularly by the encouragement of 

joint conferences and intervisitation, the collection and circulation of 

information about Quaker literature and other activities directed 

towards that end. 

Wikipedia   
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Building a Resilient Community 
The Peoples Emergency Briefing film was screened in Almeley Village Hall on a very warm 

evening in mid-July. The screening was put on by the Almeley Green Group and was kindly 

supported by the Friends Meeting in Almeley Wootten.  

80 people attended the evening and were treated to a local food buffet to start with. The buffet 

featured food from 20 local growers and suppliers including the Borderwood Farm garden! 

Chatting over good food provided the perfect atmosphere for discussing the challenges that are 

highlighted in the film, and directly spoke into one of the topics - that of food security.  

The film included excerpts from the National Emergency Briefing held in Westminster which 

featured talks from leading scientists and experts covering 9 topics: extreme weather, climate, 

tipping points, food security, national security, health, nature, energy transition & economics. The 

discussion after was positive and from the post screening survey most said they would 

recommend it to others. There are now over 2700 screenings planned or already shown across 

the country with several more booked for the Herefordshire/Shropshire/Powys area.  

My enduring memory of the film evening was the clearing up! The spirit of community in that 

kitchen was tremendous, and a beautiful example of what happens when people come together 

in adversity.  

Four weeks after the film, the Almeley Green Group hosted a further discussion on local 

resilience which generated a number of ideas for further actions and projects ranging from 

community food growing & allotments, to free village water butts and this will be the theme of the 

group over the coming year.  

You can find out more about the campaign here: nationalemergencybriefing and please do sign 

the petition for a televised national prime-time emergency briefing if you haven’t already done so: 

petitionfortelevisedbriefing.  

Vanessa Faulkner 

 

Thank you 

I have greatly enjoyed editing this newsletter. Thank you to all the Friends who have made 

interesting and varied contributions and I hope our readers enjoy it too. 

I first produced the Newsletter for Almeley Quakers in November 2020. I have always considered 

it to be your newsletter so all your contributions are much appreciated. Once again thank you to 

all who have contributed throughout the years. 

David Briggs 

 

A  Date for your diary 

Saturday 19th September at Cardiff Meeting House, Cymar AGM with Rowan Williams as 

speaker. 

https://www.nebriefing.org/
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/767687#main-content

